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Consultation response to the Draft National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy 

 

Opened 9 May, closes 4 July 
 

High level consultation focused on what can be done to be resilient to flood risk over the next 10 to 30 years to support the longer-term ambitions for 
change needed by 2100. 
 

The direction of the EAs previous Strategy document focused on protection rather than resilience which appears to be the main focus of this strategy.  
Lot more reliance on Risk Management Authorities although no details of likely funding mechanisms or availability for District and Boroughs. 
 

Heavy reliance on Coastal Districts such as Maldon although not on those that actually drain to it i.e. Braintree/Chelmsford. The point needs to be 
made that there should be a shared responsibility for the resultant impacts of upstream water flows into Coastal Districts. 
 
The Strategy outlines roles and responsibilities for those managing flood and coastal change. In particular, for District Councils who are key partners in 
delivering local flood risk management. It is unclear that along with this responsibility there has to be appropriate access to funding either nationally 
or locally. It goes on to mention that LAs can carry out flood risk management works to ordinary watercourses BUT without the legal mechanism to do 
this to recover costs this is unlikely to happen as there are no budgets for this type of proactive or emergency works. (Clarity required in relation to 
‘Coastal Protection Authorities (CPA)’ due to the reference that District councils are also the CPAs? (Page 10) We need to understand what is expected 
of us as a district. 
 
The Strategy looks at various tools to be tailored in particular places with the worst flood risk areas i.e. Cumbria, Thames Barrier, Norfolk Coast, Leigh, 
Humber and Future Fens. There are a range of new funding tools discussed which include getting beneficiaries, the people, businesses, infrastructure 
providers and others who benefit from Coastal Change action to contribute towards the costs. 
 
The Consultation response on this draft strategy is a questionnaire broken down in two 5 distinct areas including: 
 
Introduction – Strategic overview of the Environment Agency and what the focus of the Agency should be going forward 
Climate Resilient Places – Strategic objectives and measures planning for and adapting to flooding and coastal change across a range of climate 
features. 
Today Growth & Infrastructure – resilient to tomorrow’s climate –How new development will be resilient to flooding and coastal change 
Nation of climate champions, able to adapt to flooding and coastal change through innovation – Raising awareness in younger people and providing 
the tools to teachers to do this. 
Environmental Assessment – Standard assessment to see how the strategy impacts on the environment.  These impacts included, biodiversity, 
population and human health, resource management, water, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage and landscape. 
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There is a parcel of questions/statements and the proposed measures to address these and the answers include an option as to what extend we agree 
with it i.e between a range of no agreement to completely agree. Also a text box to give an explanation if necessary. 
 
The consultation is an online response which I have tabled below and where a response is felt appropriate this has been included in the answer boxes 
to each question. 
 
To be clear, where complete agreement is provided it is unnecessary to include text. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Question Answer 

1. To what extent do you agree with the vision: a nation 

ready for, and resilient to, flooding and coastal change – 

today, tomorrow and to the year 2100? 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 

agreement (I can live with it) / Strong agreement (I can support it) / Complete agreement 

(I can support it wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

Please explain your answer: 

The following question relates to the strategic overview role of the Environment Agency. 

This draft strategy is a good example of what we can achieve by working together and providing a strategic direction for flooding and coastal 
change management in England. In continuing to shape the direction of flooding and coastal change, we need to continue to build effective 
partnerships and improve the performance of all risk management authorities. This will need clear leadership – not direction or control, but a 
coalition of partners. We can do this within the current legal framework through the Environment Agency making stronger use of its strategic 
overview role of all sources of flooding and coastal erosion. 
 

We think the focus of the Environment Agency’s strategic overview should continue to: 
 

 provide national data, information and tools on flooding and coastal change, to be shared publicly, appropriate for the decisions that risk 
management authorities need to make in helping everyone understand the risks we're managing 
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Question Answer 

 lead effective partnerships that enable place-shaping, to manage flooding and coastal change 

 provide timely and effective information and warnings 

 exercise a general supervision of flooding and coastal change in England 
 

and change to include: 
  

 leading flooding and coastal change as part of broader climate resilience contributing to integrated solutions to the environmental and 
societal challenges the nation faces 

 overseeing the collaboration, sharing and monitoring between flooding and coastal change infrastructure owners 

 providing reporting and assurance that the final strategy’s objectives and measures are being progressed 
  
2. To what extent do you agree with the Environment 

Agency’s proposed strategic overview role as set out in the 

chapter ‘setting the context for the draft strategy’? 

 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with it) / Strong agreement (I can support it) / Complete agreement 
(I can support it wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer 

 

Climate resilient places 
 

We are asking for views about all of the strategic objectives and measures, however please do not feel you must answer all of these questions. If 
you don't have views to share, please leave the question blank. 

3a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 

1.1: Between now and 2050 the nation will be resilient to 

future flood and coastal risks. Over the next year the 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 
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Question Answer 

Environment Agency will work with partners to explore and 

develop the concept of standards for flood and coastal 

resilience? 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

3b. Please provide comments on the measures described 

under strategic objective 1.1, and tell us about any 

additional measures you think there should be, and who 

could implement them. 

 

Measure 1.1.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency will enhance the appraisal guidance for flooding and coastal change projects, so that 
investment decisions better reflect a range of climate change scenarios. 
 

Measure 1.1.2: By 2022 the Environment Agency will work with partners to explore, develop and consult on standards for flood and coastal 
resilience and a national suite of tools that can be used in combination to deliver flood and coastal resilience in places. 
 

Please provide comments on the measures described under 

this ambition, and tell us about any additional measures 

you think there should be and how they might be delivered.  

  

4a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 

1.2: Between now and 2050 risk management authorities 

will help places plan and adapt to flooding and coastal 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 

agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 

agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 
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Question Answer 

change across a range of climate futures? Please explain your answer: 
We will continue to strengthen our strategies and development plans to 

help places adapt to flooding and coastal change 

4b. Please provide comments on the measures described 

under strategic objective 1.2, and tell us about any 

additional measures you think there should be, and who 

could implement them. 

Agree 

Measure 1.2.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency and risk management authorities will identify frontrunner places for developing adaptive 
approaches for a range of different scales and social contexts, working with local places and partners.  
 

Measure 1.2.2: By 2024 the Environment Agency will publish a new picture and evidence of current and future flood risk that will help places 
better plan and adapt for climate change. 
 

Measure 1.2.3: By 2024 the Environment Agency will develop a national framework to help risk management authorities, people, businesses 
and public bodies identify the steps and decisions needed to take an adaptive approach to planning for flood and coastal resilience in a place.  
 

Measure 1.2.4: By 2025 the Environment Agency will produce a new set of Long Term Investment Scenarios to inform future policy and 
investment choices for delivering flood and coastal resilience. 
 

Measure 1.2.5: By 2026 lead local flood authorities will update their local flood risk strategies to incorporate adaptive approaches to planning 
for flood and coastal resilience in a place. 

5a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 

1.3: Between now and 2030 all those involved in managing 

water will embrace and embed adaptive approaches to 

enhance the resilience of our environment to future  

flooding and drought? 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 

agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 

agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 
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Please explain your answer: 
How will this be managed/driven going forward and Districts and 

Boroughs will rely on national funding to make this a reality. 

5b. Please provide comments on the measures described 

under strategic objective 1.3, and tell us about any 

additional measures you think there should be, and who 

could implement them. 

Measure 1.3.1 badly worded, poor understanding of what this means for RMAs 

Measure 1.3.1: From 2021 the Environment Agency will use the lessons learned from the Defra £15m natural flood management projects and 
other pilot projects to expand and mainstream working with natural processes by all risk management authorities. 
 

Measure 1.3.2: From 2021 the Environment Agency will work with farmers, landowners and others to identify opportunities for using 
agricultural practices (through funding, advice and regulation) to manage flooding and coastal change. 
 

Measure 1.3.3: From 2020 risk management authorities will seek to better align long term planning for flood and coastal change with water 
company business planning cycles to identify opportunities for managing both floods and droughts. 

6a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
1.4: Between now and 2030 risk management authorities 
enhance the natural, built and historic environments so we 
leave it in a better state for the next generation? 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 

agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 

agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

Please explain your answer: 
Short timescale and potentially outside control of RMAs 

6b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 1.4, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them. 

1.4.1 – funding permitting 
1.4.3 – The measure is very vague and ambitious.  Again the measure will be 
heavily reliant on the availability of funding. 
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Measure 1.4.1: From 2021 risk management authorities will contribute to improving the natural, built and historic environment through their 
investments in flood and coastal projects. 
 

Measure 1.4.2: From 2021 risk management authorities will work with partners and others to identify how the nature recovery network, the 
northern forest and other habitat improvements can help to manage flood risk and coastal change. 
 

Measure 1.4.3: From 2021 risk management authorities will help to ensure that 75% of all water bodies are in natural or near-natural condition 
within 25 years. 

7a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
1.5: Between now and 2030, risk management authorities 
will use funding and financing from new sources to invest in 
making the nation resilient to flooding and coastal change? 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
7a – It is unclear what is meant by funding and financing from new 
sources? In principle we support making the nation resilient to flooding 
and coastal change but we need to understand where the new sources of 
funding referred to is coming from? 

7b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 1.5, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them. 

 

Measure 1.5.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency will work with the government on its green finance strategy to explore new options for 
funding and financing flooding and coastal change that deliver more private funding in the future. 
 

Measure 1.5.2: By 2025 risk management authorities will test whether it is feasible to use upfront financing to deliver an adaptive approach in a 
place which will need very significant investment in future. 

Please provide comments on the measures Measure 1.5.2, again it needs to be clear on where the ‘upfront’ financing is 
coming from. 
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Question Answer 

Today’s growth and infrastructure - resilient to tomorrow’s climate 
 

We are asking for views about all of the strategic objectives and measures, however please do not feel you must answer all of these questions. If 
you don't have views to share, please leave the question blank. 

8a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.1: Between now and 2030 all new development will 
contribute to achieving place based resilience to flooding 
and coastal change? 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

8b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.1, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them. 

Measure 2.1.1 This measure will be reliant on the availability of resources 

Measure 2.1.1: From 2021 risk management authorities will invest in planning skills and capabilities to ensure they can advise planners and 
developers effectively to enable climate resilient places. 
 

Measure 2.1.2: From 2025 the Environment Agency and lead local flood authorities will advise local planning authorities on how adaptive 
approaches should inform strategic local plans. 

9a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.2: Between now and 2030 all new development will seek 
to support environmental net gain in local places?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

Please explain your answer: 
Concerns about value of replacement habitat and replacement of one habitat 
type for another. 
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9b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.2, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  

2.2.1 –This may not be possible to achieve biodiversity net gain in all programmes 
and projects, depending on the project concerned, for example, due to site 
specific circumstances, or the scale of the project.  

Measure 2.2.1: From 2021 all risk management authorities will achieve biodiversity net gain in all programmes and projects.  
 

Measure 2.2.2: From 2021 all risk management authorities will seek to work with developers and planners to achieve environmental net gain as 
part of strategic development proposals. 

10a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.3: Between now and 2030 all risk management authorities 
will contribute positively to local economic regeneration 
and sustainable growth through their investments in 
flooding and coastal change projects?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

10b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.3, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  

 

Measure 2.3.1: From 2021 the Environment Agency will identify ways in which flood and coastal infrastructure projects can better contribute to 
local economic regeneration and sustainable growth. 

11a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.4: Between now and 2050 places affected by flooding and 
coastal change will be ‘built back better’ and in better 
places?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
This will depend on financing and insurance companies.  However not always 
possible to build in better places. 
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11b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.4, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  
 

 

Measure 2.4.1: By 2025 the Environment Agency will work with government, insurers and financial institutions to review the legal, policy and 
behavioural changes needed to 'build back better and in better places' and improve the resilience of homes and business. 
 

Measure 2.4.2: By 2021 coast protection authorities and the Environment Agency will refresh the shoreline management plans and keep them 
under review. 

12a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.5: Between now and 2030 all flooding and coastal 
infrastructure owners will understand the responsibilities 
they have to support flood and coastal resilience in places?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

Please explain your answer: 
 
How will be managed and delivered? 
 

12b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.5, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  
 

 

Measure 2.5.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency will work with lead local flood authorities and other expert bodies to develop guidance setting 
out best practice on local flood infrastructure management and record keeping. 
 

Measure 2.5.2: By 2024 the Environment Agency will require risk management authorities to report on the resilience of their flood and coastal 
change infrastructure in a nationally consistent way. 
 

Measure 2.5.3: By 2024 the Environment Agency will work with risk management authorities to develop recommendations for flooding and 
coastal change infrastructure owners that enable greater collaboration, sharing and monitoring between them 
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13a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
2.6: Between now and 2050 the Environment Agency and 
risk management authorities will work with infrastructure 
providers to ensure all infrastructure investment is resilient 
to future flooding and coastal change?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

13b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 2.6, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  

 

Measure 2.6.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency and risk management authorities will work with infrastructure providers to ensure all 
infrastructure investment is resilient to future flooding and coastal change. 
 

Measure 2.6.2: By 2021 the Environment Agency will establish a Flood and Coastal Infrastructure Task Force to better align the long term 
investment planning of publicly funded infrastructure bodies. 

A nation of climate champions, able to adapt to flooding and coastal change through innovation 
 

We are asking for views about all of the strategic objectives and measures, however please do not feel you must answer all of these questions. If 
you don't have views to share, please leave the question blank. 

14a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
3.1: Between now and 2030 young people at 16 should 
understand the impact of flooding and coastal change, but 
also recognise the potential solutions for their place, and 
opportunities for career development?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
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14b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 3.1, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  

 

Measure 3.1.1: By 2021 flooding and coastal change materials will be provided to help teachers deliver existing elements of the national 
curriculum. 

Please provide comments on the measures described under 
this ambition, and tell us about any additional measures 
you think there should be and how they might be delivered.  
 

 

15a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
3.2: Between now and 2030 people will understand the 
potential impact of flooding and coastal change on them 
and take action?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

15b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 3.2, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them. 

 

Measure 3.2.1: By 2022 government and risk management authority research programmes will identify how best to help people and businesses 
understand, accept and take responsibility for their risk to flooding and coastal change. This will help all risk management authorities better 
shape the way they work with people and businesses. 
 

Measure 3.2.2: By 2021 all risk management authorities will develop and use digital tools to better communicate flooding and coastal change. 
This will help achieve greater awareness and responsibility of the risks people face. 
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16a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
3.3: Between now and 2030 people will receive a consistent 
and coordinated level of support from all those involved in 
response and recovery from flooding and coastal change?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 

Please explain your answer: 
 

16b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 3.3, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  
 

 

Measure 3.3.1: By 2021 the Environment Agency will work with government and risk management authorities to clarify roles in relation to 
surface water flooding.  
 

Measure 3.3.2: By 2022 the Environment Agency will have expanded their flood warning service to all places at a high risk of flooding from 
rivers and the sea. 
 

Measure 3.3.3: By 2025 the Environment Agency will work with government to better join up the organisations involved in providing incident 
response and recovery to provide a consistent and coordinated service. 

17a. To what extent do you agree with strategic objective 
3.4: Between now and 2030 the nation will be recognised as 
world leader in managing flooding and coastal change, as 
well as developing and attracting talent to create resilient 
places?  
 

No agreement / Some limited agreement (I can agree in part, but not entirely) / Basic 
agreement (I can live with them) / Strong agreement (I can support them) / Complete 
agreement (I can support them wholeheartedly) / I don’t know / Not applicable 

 
 

Please explain your answer: 
 

How are you going to guarantee delivery and measure? 
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17b. Please provide comments on the measures described 
under strategic objective 3.4, and tell us about any 
additional measures you think there should be, and who 
could implement them.  
 

 

Measure 3.4.1: By 2022 the Environment Agency will continue to work with standards setting organisations to encourage flood resilience 
requirements to be incorporated into the building and materials standards for homes and businesses built in places at risk of flooding. 
 

Measure 3.4.2: By 2025 the flooding and coastal change sector, including risk management authorities, will influence universities and colleges 
to ensure they develop the capabilities and skills required for both the public and private sectors. 
Measure 3.4.3: By 2025 all public and private organisations in the flooding and coastal change sector including risk management authorities, will 
support development programmes that enable their professionals to continue to develop their flood and coastal risk management knowledge. 

Environmental Assessment 
 

Do you agree with the conclusions of the environmental 
assessment? 

Yes / No 
 

If not, please explain why:  
 

Are there any further significant environmental effects 
(positive or negative) of the draft strategy you think should 
be considered? 

Yes / No 
 

If yes, please describe them: 
 

Are there further mitigations for potential negative effects 
or opportunities to achieve positive effects that should be 
considered for the final national FCERM strategy? 

Yes / No 
 

If yes, please give details:  
 

 


